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was, of course, nothing in this declaration which means
any real change of policy. The British Government
knew that the Italians could not withdraw their forces,
even if they wanted to do so, until they had established
a subservient Government in Spain. It was, however,
the first public avowal that these forces which had
been sent to Spain, after the formation of the Non-
intervention Committee, were entirely under Govern-
ment control, and obedient to Signor Mussolini's orders.

This declaration broke the facade which the Foreign
Office had built up in front of our real policy. Lord
Plymouth had to express his 'great surprise.* M. Yvon
Delbos talked roundly about not tolerating any more
volunteers, but we would not support him. The British '
Government had gone too far. It was too late for them
to re-educate the English public, too late to confess.
We were tied to the farce of non-intervention until the
war was ended, and every month our position was to
become more undignified, our reputation abroad more
tarnished, our troubles in Egypt, Palestine, and else-
where more acute, and our hopes of a final success more
fugitive.

Signor Grandi's statement made a good * curtain*
for the second act of the non-intervention comedy,
but the Foreign Office insisted on having the last word,
aad a communique was issued, which included this
charming example'of understatement.

The Italian delegate declared that in his opinion
ilie problem was not a technical, but a general one,
,- and that its discussion by such a sub-committee did
not seem calculated to produce practical results.
He added that at the moment he was not in a position
to enter into a discussion of this point.